
Teaching Session #1 
What it Means to be Baptized in and Filled with the Holy Spirit 

 
 

v God promised to pour His Spirit out in abundance upon His people. 
 
“This is what the Lord says— he who made you, who formed you in the womb, and who 
will help you: Do not be afraid, Jacob, my servant, Jeshurun, whom I have chosen. For I 
will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out my Spirit 
on your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants.”                  Isaiah 44:2, 3 (NIV) 
 
 
““‘Then it will be as though I had sprinkled clean water on you, for you will be clean—your 
filthiness will be washed away, your idol worship gone. And I will give you a new heart—
I will give you new and right desires—and put a new spirit within you. I will take out your 
stony hearts of sin and give you new hearts of love. And I will put my Spirit within you so 
that you will obey my laws and do whatever I command.”               Ezekiel 36:25-27 (TLB) 
 
 
““And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my 
servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.” 

 Joel 2:28, 29 (NIV) 
 
 

v When John the Baptist arrived, he said the Messiah would fulfill these promises 
and baptize God’s people in the Holy Spirit. 
 

“And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”                                                     Mark 1:7, 8 (NASB) 
 
 
John identified Jesus as the Messiah who would take away sin and baptize in the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world!.... Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come 
down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. And I myself did not know him, but the 
one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit 
come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and 
I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”                             I John 1:29; 32-34 (NIV) 
 

v When Jesus was baptized in water, He was baptized in (empowered with) the Holy 
Spirit. 

 



“Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He 
was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form 
like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-
pleased.””                           Luke 3:21, 22 (NASB) 
 
 
Jesus is the “Pattern Man,” our example to on how to follow and glorify God. 
 

Ø Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35), baptized by the Spirit (Luke 
3:21, 22), full of the Spirit and led by the Spirit (Luke 4:1), empowered by the Spirit 
(Luke 4:14), and anointed by the Spirit to do ministry (Luke 4:18-21). 

 
 

v Following in the steps of our Lord, we need to be born of the Spirit, baptized in the 
Spirit, full of the Spirit, led by the Spirit, living in the power of the Spirit, and anointed 
with the Spirit to proclaim the words and do the works of God. 
 
 

v How can you experience this supernatural and abundant life in the Spirit? 
 
 

v First, you must be born again of the Spirit: 
 
 

“Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they 
are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to 
spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’” 

John 3:5-7 (NIV) 
 

Ø Have you been born again? Jesus wants to give you this miracle as a gift. Will you 
receive it? 

 
 

v Second, you need an after conversion empowering experience with the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

Ø Jesus wants to immerse you  – envelope you with, permeate and cloth your entire 
being with – the person, the power, and the passion of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 

 

 



“While being together and eating with them, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, 
but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Of which,” He said, “you have heard Me 
speak. For John baptized with water, but you will be baptized and empowered and united 
with the Holy Spirit, not long from now.” So when they had come together, they asked 
Him repeatedly, “Lord, are You at this time reestablishing the kingdom and restoring it to 
Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or epochs which the Father 
has fixed by His own authority. But you will receive power and ability when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you; and you will be My witnesses [to tell people about Me] both in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea, and Samaria, and even to the ends of the earth.”        Acts 1:4-8 (AMP) 

 
v Different views among Christians 

 
Ø “Baptized in, by, with the Spirit” is a fluid (flexible) metaphor in the New Testament. 

The phrase is used in slightly different ways in the Gospels, Acts, and Paul’s 
writings. 

 
o Paul emphasizes incorporation into the body of Christ at conversion. 

 
“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.”   I Corinthians 12:13 (NASB) 
 

o Luke emphasizes empowering for service following conversion. 
 
“For John baptized with water, but you will be baptized and empowered and united with 
the Holy Spirit, not long from now”…. But you will receive power and ability when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you; and you will be My witnesses [to tell people about Me] both in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea, and Samaria, and even to the ends of the earth.””  

Acts 1:5, 8 (AMP) 
 

§ See John 20:21-23 
 
“And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did upon us at the 
beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, ‘John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’”                 Acts 11:15-16 (NASB) 
 
 

v Open Subsequence 
 
After you are born again, you have a distinct experience of Jesus immersing you in and 
permeating your whole being with the Holy Spirit. This is an empowering and elevating 
experience that leads you into a supernatural and abundant Christian life. 
 
This is an open (flexible) experience that is unique and personally tailored for every child 
of God. This is a gateway experience that opens you to on-going empowerings and 
impartations of the Holy Spirit throughout your Christian journey. 



 
o Not just E&T, but A-Z 

 
o Not just attaining a peak, but discovering a launching pad 

 
Open Subsequence 
 
What to expect… 
 
A distinctive experience with the Holy Spirit that is powerful and uniquely personal. 
 
That will impact you and enhance your relationship with Jesus in a multitude of ways. 
 
A gateway experience that will open up your future to further empowerings and 
impartations of the Spirit in your life. 
 
 
The Paraclete 
 
“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with 
you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.” 

 John 14:16, 17 (NIV) 
 

• The One called alongside to help… the One who lives in us. 
 

• What the Holy Spirit is like… 
 
 
Rivers of Living Water 
 
“On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has 
said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him were later to receive.”                       John 7:37-39a (NIV) 
 
How can you experience the fullness of the Holy Spirit at this Rivers Retreat: 
 

• Thirst 
 

• Come (To Jesus) 
 

• Drink 
 

• Believe (Trust in Jesus) 
 



• Flow (Welcome the Spirit to flow in you and through you). 
 
Ask and expect God to fill you with His Spirit: 
 
“Even though you are ·bad [sinful; evil], you know how to give good ·things [ gifts] to your 
children. How much more your heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
Him!””                                                                                                       Luke 11:13 (EXB) 
 
 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to 
you. Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that 
your joy may be made full.”         John 16:23b, 24 (NASB) 
 
 

v Small Group Prayer – pray that you and each person will “Thirst, Come, Drink, 
Believe, and Flow” at this Rivers Retreat, and that all will be powerfully filled with 
the Holy Spirit during our worship and ministry time Saturday afternoon and 
evening. 

 
 
“I will open up rivers for them on high plateaus! I will give them fountains of water in the 
valleys! In the deserts will be pools of water, and rivers fed by springs shall flow across 
the dry, parched ground.”           Isaiah 41:18 (TLB) 
 
 

v The picture (vision) I received during the More of the Spirit Conference: 
 
Pools of water spontaneously emerging/surfacing from the ground – grass growing – 
pools & ponds intersecting – families gathering – like a lush picnic area – joy, happiness, 
families, parents & children – ever expanding and spreading and growing. I was walking 
around removing planks/barriers and the pools of water flowed into one another and kept 
growing… 
 
 

Ø Removing Barriers 
 

o Unbelief/Apathy/Worldly desires above spiritual desires 
 

o Misunderstandings 
 

o Lack of Expectation 
 

o Sin Barriers/Planks/Blockages/Unforgiveness/Shame 
 

v Ask God to remove barriers from your heart and the hearts of all those participating 
in the Rivers Retreat 


